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// Refif ;e Moslems Converv »tore into 



^V/^Sy WALTER WEGLBIN 
■ r (ttoUm en Paso 10) 

A. store’ on^HflUnan SL r bis 

* been converted Into a mosque 'by 
SCO refugees from Russia who 
nake up the state's lint Moslem 
immunity. 

The opening of the mosque this 
r all was accompanied by as little 
anfare as the* gradual quiet 
growth of the Moslem community 
from a handful of people in the 
> early ltySO’s to It* present size. 
vGroiHnf Community 
The community' u growing con- 
stantly. Nearly every week a rep- 
resentative from It goes to New 
York to shepherd back new ar- 
rivals from overseas, settle them 
. temporarily In Moslem homes 
here and find Jobs ' lor them. 
Nearly all the 'Moslems are 

• members of a tribe ■ known »j 

’ •? - o x 



Circassians from the nortben.hen of a thriving, growtog Mbfi A -fag 

Caucasus, the rtch Russian firm lem ooaamunity and mosque, jcgminap^ dg 



Germany After the war theyisuves on as Tones or ttrceia u .nnoen in 

managed to resist forced npatrt [anything to avoid being returned But the poorness <& tfa* . counter] 

etlon!to Russia. to Russia. * _ oppressed, the tadustrtoua ;:\Q th 



what they searched for through 
Europe and Asia for nearly, tea 
yt'Mri After U x wan franco® to I 
worship, work and live as they AbdaDa to let 'his persecuted p^l Arab refugees poured fat&Jbr- 
pleased. '* ble settle la that country. The [dsn," Soobsokov VeUtes^KIAvtag 

Their story Is so unusual that king .agreed. From that’ day on conditions' became ; ;WirK: tt» 
U is surprising to find that they Soobzokov was the tribe's leader, ever, and so did the political sir 
have absorbed into the city's life Today one of the guiding lights I tuition. Tensions were; mounting, 
without general knowledge. It is of the Mbslem community here, I along with antagonism -fpr^Jewx. 
doubtful that one person In a Soobzokov modestly belittles his . * .i — — ■ 

hundred knows of tie existence role. But It Is obvious that withl (Continued on page -lQ^.CoL .4) 



Hiere Moslem Community Worships 




PoUrao* N*w# fholot \ 

INTERIOR OF THE Paterson Moique, the first Moslem ssochiary'ln the stale. The alcove at center, f 
k where the minister worships, facing a lramed tapestry of Mecca. The congregation stands or sits . 
barefooted on carpet In forerrouod. The framed symbols on the wall are extracts from the Koran, . 

the Moslem Bible. . 
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Moslems Convert 
Store into Mosque 

(Continu ed from Page 1) , 

My people bed no interest* li 
these matters. We decided i t 
I come to America." 

The Circassians contacted twi 
of their coutrymen who had fl« 
Russia in the days of the revolu 
Uon and settled In New York, 
Islam and Fatima NaUrboff, cou< 
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.. TSCHKftJM SOQBZOKOY 
M—le^i Comigimft y Leader ' 

sins. The NaUrbotts, with the help I 
of the. Tolstoy * Foaodadon, ob- 
tained Visa* for some of the Ctrl 
caiaUnSvJmd^ met* them at the 
Jhoat npohthelrarrlral. 

■ j, By : phance v this first . Croup 
JfotmdJobs ln ^ «tcr»on and act- 
tied httpivAa more and moreef 
{the CircaisUns arrived from Jor* 
Man/. 'they . Joined their . tribesmen 

t lflrfaterscn, who helped see them 
tkxndfth^ihe dlrit band ■ days of 
IresdfStihenfc- 11 >, 

| Not l sH>T : 'ins v PstsrSoH 
si snS; came from Jordan. Soma? 
rimlfrated hrom Oermsny/ where’ 
they, had beenMlvtog.ln disputed 
M pmk» rcampr nhttt' their fellow* 

' obtslne^ visas 

^Famerir In their * homeland, 
inoit ofitbem h*V« obtained Jobs , 
in factories bern^Sooe mlUown- J 
Crs'bave been" more than ebqper* 1 
atlve, putting newly -arrived Cir- 
cassians to work as raptf" 
zokov brought them. 



ELDERS OF The North Caucasian Association tn America, the* 
guiding group for the ISO gtaasLan Moslems who have established 
a co mmun ity here. Left to right are KaUgary YaguUev, Tmfrbl 
YtohSfco, Ibrahim Omary, the minister of the mosque, Ksxl Alborg 
and Dsss Knnech. 



speak English, but they appar- 
ently, mane up in productivity 
rhat they Uck In language. 

Why Circassians, with their 
Enropeah appearance, are Mo«- 
Jems rather than Christiana la a 
mystery even, to the well-schooled 
Soobcoknv. Never permitted by 
the Russian# to practice their; re- 
ligion freely, they did not become 
devout in their faith until they 
want 



WbiTe the United States has 
offered them their Ur*t> real 
breath of religious freedom, econ- 
omic conditions prevent them 
from complying with all the Mo- 
hammedan . precept*. Mosque 
services are conducted on Sun- 
days instead of the traditional 
Fridays, a weekday here. , 

The Circassians*, first prayer 
hall was a room above a tavern, 
where the mingling odors s* 
whisky and beer made a mockery 
of the Moslem injunction against 
the drinking of alcoholic bever* 
igea. ‘ 

» 3 Bought store 

Soobzokov and several others 
went around collecting from 
their tribesmen until they had 
pledge* totalling gMOO, the 
amount needed to bur an empty 
store building at 44 Hillman St 
Then they spent another |«00 for 
religious furnish In gs and the 
mosque of Patcrion became 
reality. . , 

; The mosque, which still looks 
like a store from the outside, is 
luxuriously though sparsely fur>| 
nlahed with a Persian carpet on 
the floor, several framed prayer* 
In Arabic on the walls and a 
beautiful framed tapestry deplet- 
ing life city of Mecca.' Whfhi 
praying, the Circassians stand or 
sit shoeless on the carpet facing) 
the picture of Mecca. 
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Their minister li Ibrahlml 
Omary, who, like most of his 
congregation, wortci in a factory! 
during the week. 

Extent that few soeak English., 
most 6 Circassians live like the! 
op Jo with whom they work.! 
>m# are young and have chil- 
dren going to public school Many 
aur — - ■* -■ 



older tingle men who lfve 
alone or share an apartment with 
Mend* Many of those with faro-l 
let own homes or rent In the 
|Nortb Main St area, where the I 
mosque is located. t 

* Soobtokov, who Is 35. lg an in-.' 
sufance salesman. Because his] 
given naiBe'is hard to pronounce, < 
his American friends cgll him] 
"Tom." He Is married* and has 
four children, two boys and two j 



. _ boys 

girls. Half the lot was bom In 
Jordan, the other half here. 

The tall Circassian, much of 
whose life has been a story of 
persecution, marvels at the ease 
with which ; hJs children have 
become acclimated to the new 
country: They are popular in 

school, he says, and have never 
encountered discrimination. 

He bu a keen mind for pol* 



life fl» *ld mourns If 

% 01 rittlienship pre- 

vents him from voting md taring 
an active part l ta public life. Hei 
also feels a UUU.|orry that blsi. 
beopU.make conUct frith so fe< 
American# socially. . 

‘But perhaps that will come," 
be nayi philosophically. ‘ 

’ The Moslem community'! chief 
•frisl and fraternal group 1* the} j 
North Caucasian Association Id 
A merica. 0 f which Tuskbi Yachlro 
»» 'halr-man. 1 
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